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American Academy of Nursing (AAN) Fellow Nancy Donaldson, DNSc, RN, FAAN, was recently 
chosen as one of seven new members on the National Advisory Council (NAC) for the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  
 
Revealed in a letter by U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, 
Donaldson joins Arthur Garson, Jr., MD, MPH; Junius J. Gonzales, MD, MBA; Lisa M. Latts, MD, 
MBA, MSPH; Keith J. Mueller, PhD; Xavier Sevilla, MD; and Bruce Siegel, MD, MPH, as the 
council’s latest additions.  
 
“I am looking forward to this opportunity to contribute to the work of the AHRQ NAC during this 
unprecedented period in the agency’s history as it advances the transformation of the American health 
care system,” Donaldson said. 
  
AHRQ is committed to providing a platform for research in various disciplines; its 21-member advisory 
council enlists private-sector leaders who provide extensive expert opinions on health care quality, 
outcomes and cost efficiency. Private-sector panelists are appointed by the Secretary to serve three-year 
terms. Donaldson is the sole nurse representative on the council. 
 
Donaldson, who became a Fellow of the Academy in 2004, is a Clinical Professor and Director at the 
Center for Research and Innovation at the University of California, San Francisco, School of Nursing. 
She is currently the Co-Principal Investigator for the ongoing Collaborative Alliance for Nursing 
Outcomes (CALNOC) Project and is Principal Investigator for the “Impact of Medical Surgical Acute 
Care Microsystem Nurse Characteristics and Practices on Patient Outcomes” Interdisciplinary Nursing 
Quality Research Initiative (INQRI) Study, a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
 
She brings to her appointment two decades of research and development activities aimed at improving 
patient care quality, costs and outcomes, including two multi-site studies as an ARHQ grantee.  
 
“Nancy’s experience as a nurse leader, researcher and innovator will be an asset for the future endeavors 
of the agency,” AAN CEO Pat Ford-Roegner said. “Her commitment and influence epitomize the 
significant roles nurses have in reforming the health care system from the inside out.” 
 

# # # 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international 
trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The 
Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice 
through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 
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